Philip & the Ethiopian Eunuch | Acts 8:26-40

Alf Halvorson preaching

8:30 AM Service

Alf Halvorson preaching

Sunday, September 6, 2020 Acts 8:26-40
Welcome & Call to Worship Rachel Poysky
Songs of Praise My Testimony Elevation Worship

King of My Heart Bethel Music
*Prayer of Confession & Assurance Brett Hurst

Song of Response I Love You, Lord
Moment of Prayer

Song of Preparation O Praise the Name (Anastasis)
Message All Dispersed: Philip ¢ the Ethiopian Eunuch
Song of Response My Testimony

Opportunity to Give & Benediction

Click here to listen

arr. Adams-Klein
Rachel Poysky
Hillsong Worship
Alf Halvorson
Elevation Worship

Alf Halvorson

Remember Our Mission Partners on the Front Lines of Ministry

Each week, we pray for three of MDPC'’s local and global mission partners. During
these difficult days, our partners truly covet your prayers! Visit partners.mdpc.org

to find this week’s (three) prayer recipients.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%208%3A26-40&version=NRSV
http://partners.mdpc.org
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4Pbklc2qBO7zZiJJlLEA9v?si=LFa8HrrRSSmCq61Je3wwJg

Philip & the Ethiopian Eunuch | Acts 8:26-40
Alf Halvorson preaching

9:45 AM Service Alf Halvorson preaching
Sunday, September 6, 2020 Acts 8:26-40
Welcome & Call to Worship Meliza Gomez
Song of Praise My Testimony Elevation Worship
Kids’ Moment Children’s Ministry
Moment of Confession & Assurance Dan Aikins
Songs of Response King of My Heart Bethel Music

O Praise the Name (Anastasis) Hillsong Worship
Message All Dispersed: Philip & the Ethiopian Eunuch  Alf Halvorson
Song of Response My Testimony Elevation Worship
Moment of Prayer Dan Aikins
Opportunity to Give & Benediction Alf Halvorson

Click here to listen

Remember Our Mission Partners on the Front Lines of Ministry

Each week, we pray for three of MDPC'’s local and global mission partners. During
these difficult days, our partners truly covet your prayers! Visit partners.mdpc.org
to find this week’s (three) prayer recipients.



http://partners.mdpc.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%208%3A26-40&version=NRSV
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4Pbklc2qBO7zZiJJlLEA9v?si=LFa8HrrRSSmCq61Je3wwJg

Philip & the Ethiopian Eunuch | Acts 8:26-40
Alf Halvorson preaching

11:15 AM Service Alf Halvorson preaching
Sunday, September 6, 2020 Acts 8:26-40

Prelude Partita on “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” Robert Hobby (b. 1962)

Welcome & Call to Worship Rachel Poysky
Choral Introit Sing Unto the Lord David Stanley York (1920-2010)
*Hymn of Praise Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation REGENT SQUARE
*Prayer of Confession and Assurance Dave Steane
Anthem Agnus Dei (from Eternal Light) ~ Howard Goodall (b. 1958)
Pastoral Prayer Rachel Poysky

Anthem of Preparation [ Can Do All Things through Christ Laura Farnell (b. 1975)

Message All Dispersed: Philip & the Ethiopian Eunuch  Alf Halvorson
*Hymn of Response Lord, Speak to Me CANONBURY
Opportunity to Give & Benediction Alf Halvorson
Postlude Nearer, My God, to Thee arr. Diane Bish (b. 1941)

Remember Our Mission Partners on the Front Lines of Ministry

Each week, we pray for three of MDPC'’s local and global mission partners. During
these difficult days, our partners truly covet your prayers! Visit partners.mdpc.org
to find this week’s (three) prayer recipients.


http://partners.mdpc.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%208%3A26-40&version=NRSV

- APOLOGETICS

RESOURCES

In Alf's All Together, All Dispersed sermon series, he shared some of what he learned this summer as he
read up on apologetics. Apologetics is a weird word. It doesn’t mean learning to apologize for our faith.
On the contrary, “apologetics” comes from a Greek word meaning “to verbally defend” a position.
Christian apologetics, then, is learning how to articulate and clarify our Christian beliefs in order to
winsomely share Jesus with others. These resources, compiled with the help of MDPC pastors and staff,
will help you build confidence in your faith in Jesus, understand our world a bit more, and share the
hope and love of Jesus more boldly and effectively.

RESOURCES ALF MENTIONED IN THE SERMON.SERIES

Alpha —a 9 to 10-week series of interactive session exploring the basics of the Christian faith

The Witnessing Disciple — a 6-week study from MDPC’s Equipping Ministries on winsomely sharing Jesus

“The Gospel Takes Center Stage in ‘Hamilton’” — an interview with Kevin Cloud in Christianity Today

BOOKS AND ARTICLES

| Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be An Atheist by Norm Geisler & Frank Turek

Making Sense of God by Tim Keller

Reason for God by Tim Keller

Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis

Jesus in the Secular World by Ben Pierce

The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel

PODCASTS

The Cold-Case Christianity Podcast with J. Warner Wallace Apple Podcasts | Google Podcast | Spotify

“Apologetics for Dummies: Part 1” — an episode on Theology On Air podcast

“Apologetics for Dummies: Part 2” — an episode on Theology On Air podcast

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church | mdpc.org


https://alpha.mdpc.org/
https://witnessing.mdpc.org/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/june-web-only/god-hamilton-gospel-spiritual-themes-broadway-musical.html
https://www.amazon.com/Dont-Have-Enough-Faith-Atheist/dp/1581345615/ref=sr_1_1?crid=SLIPDI6FTEQA&dchild=1&keywords=i+don%27t+have+enough+faith+to+be+an+atheist&qid=1598901209&sprefix=i+don%27t+have+enough+faith%2Caps%2C270&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Making-Sense-God-Finding-Modern/dp/0143108700/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=making+sense+of+God&qid=1598901320&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/1594483493/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=reason+for+God&qid=1598901352&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mere-Christianity-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060652926/ref=sr_1_2?crid=11S8JCXAJXBSA&dchild=1&keywords=mere+christianity+by+c.s.+lewis&qid=1598901256&sprefix=mere+chrisi%2Caps%2C332&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Secular-World-Reaching-Culture/dp/057840558X/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=jesus+in+the+secular+world&qid=1598287276&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Case-Christ-Journalists-Personal-Investigation/dp/0310345863/ref=sr_1_2?crid=UDSR9B4N5KFI&dchild=1&keywords=case+for+christ&qid=1598901286&sprefix=case+for+chr%2Caps%2C214&sr=8-2
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-cold-case-christianity-podcast/id259695657
https://podcasts.google.com/?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGVhc2Vjb252aW5jZW1lLmxpYnN5bi5jb20vcnNz&ep=14
https://open.spotify.com/show/7aSbO4B9TAnP4unGDhpKhL?si=nvnTJPcSRnu_Ke8CLlMCNw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xITsEfxyizQ&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOfwVLkZMfA&t=6s

Sunday, September 6, 2020

HIGHLIGHTS

To see all upcoming events, visit events.mdpc.org.

WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE as of August 30, 2020

2020 Annual Budget $12,300,000
Income to Date $6,430,478
Needed to Meet Budget $5,869,522

Walking the
Mourner’s Path™

While there is no timeline to grief, there is always hope.
Walking the Mourner’s Path is a Christ-centered eight-week
grief program designed to help those dealing with the loss of
a loved one. Learn more at grief.mdpc.org.

ONE
NIGHT

W -

ETERNAL
—IMPACT—

At The Antioch Partners Virtual Fundraiser on October 1,
yoUu’ll hear inspiring stories from missionary partners serving
in Mexico and Central America, bid on international silent
auction items, and learn how you can partner with TAP in
God’s global mission. Click here for free registration!

Yestore STORIES

Even in these difficult times, our MDPC Mission Partners are
still hard at work providing needed services to their clients
and sharing the love of Jesus. To hear some of their stories,
visit stories.mdpc.org.
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RECONCILIATIOl

This three-part book discussion is on One Blood, what Chris-
tianity Today describes as, “civil rights hero [John Perkins’]...
‘final manifesto’ on race and the church’s call to unity.” Check
out the book and join us via Zoom starting September 14.

#LifelsMore

Children’s Ministries is excited to offer Virtual AWANA this Fall!
It’s a scripturally-based, high-energy, and relationship-focused
Bible Study. Learn more and sign up at awana.mdpc.org.

TEMPORARY FIX

Our MOPS program this fall will be adapted to the needs of
this time and adequately called, “MOPS: Temporary Fix.” We
hope all Mothers Of Preschoolers will join us! See what’s on
offer and sign up at mops.mdpc.org.

HEBREWS

J E S UISHISEEETNEER

A WORD AND WORSHIP STUDY

Registration is now open for the fall series of Word & Worship.
This year’s study of the Book of Hebrews will leave us with a
deeper knowledge of Jesusand more complete understanding
of the Bible as a whole. Learn more at hebrews.mdpc.org.

Theclo
ik

Two all-new courses to choose from begin September 23 via
Zoom. Pastor Clay Brown will teach on Apologetics, and Lau-
rien Hook on Theology For Everyone. Learn more and sign up
at theologymatters.mdpc.org.

Children’s Ministries Sunday School is moving to YouTube!
We will have Sunday School for Preschool and Elementary
Kids on our YouTube channel from 10:45-11:15 AM for our
Preschool and Elementary Kids. Click here to learn more.

% NEVER
ALONE

Our church family has so many stories of God’s faithfulness
and action and presence..we want them to be heard. Life
Is More is an effort to collect these stories to encourage
individuals, and to grow the Kingdom. Will you share? Visit
lifeismore.mdpc.org to learn more.

Join us this fall for Men’s Life: Never Alone, an impactful 11-
week uncovering the realities of loneliness in America and
what men can do about it. These should be life-changing
conversations! Learn more and sign up at ml.mdpc.org.


https://www.mdpc.org/event/922125-2020-09-24-walking-the-mourners-path/
https://www.amazon.com/One-Blood-Parting-Words-Church/dp/0802418015
https://www.mdpc.org/event/1848402-2020-09-14-race-and-gods-reconciliation/
https://www.mdpc.org/event/1856925-2020-08-16-mdpc-kids-youtube-channel/
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/theantiochpartnersfundraiser/
https://www.mdpc.org/event/1820433-2020-09-03-mops-mothers-of-preschoolers/
https://my.mdpc.org/portal/event_detail.aspx?id=29365
http://events.mdpc.org
https://www.mdpc.org/event/1835322-2020-07-13-mission-stories/
https://www.mdpc.org/event/1841257-2020-09-23-theology-matters/
https://www.mdpc.org/event/1799549-2020-09-03-word-and-worship-2020-2021/
https://www.mdpc.org/event/1856073-2020-09-16-awana-kids-bible-study/

S E R M O N N OT E S Sunday, September 6, 2020

Philip & the Ethiopian Eunuch | Acts 8:26-40
Alf Halvorson preaching

his is the final in our four-part kickoff sermon series on Acts chapter 2 and chapter 8. In
Acts 2, we looked at how when the first disciples were “all together,” the Holy Spirit came
in power to make them witnesses to all people, the Apostle Peter stood and preached Good

News to all those gathered from every nation and tongue, and then a diverse and devoted

community was formed. They gathered and grew, cared and shared, and then scattered beyond

Jerusalem to share the Gospel—"in Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” Where the Apostle

Peter in Acts 2 preached to thousands, Philip in Acts 8 witnesses to one seeker of God from

Ethiopia.

1. Read Acts 8:26-40. Other than God’s Messenger, there are two actors in Acts 8:26-40
(Philip and The Ethiopian Eunuch.) When have you been a seeker after God? And when
have you been a witness for God?

2. Twant us to compare the experiences of Philip (Witness) and The Ethiopian (Seeker).

Philip’s Experience as a Witness Ethiopian’s Experience as a Seeker
a.  How would you describe the preparation or the readiness of the person to share/hear
the Good News?
V.26 V.27
V.29 V.30
b. What sort of initiative does the person take to share/hear the Good News?
V.30 V.31
V.30 V.31
c. What is the person’s response to the Holy Spirit, the other person, or the Good News?
V.31 V.34
V.35 V.36
d.  What are the results of the encounter with the HS, the other person, or the Good News?
V.38 V.38
V. 40 V.39

3. With whom do you identify most right now, Philip or the Ethiopian? Why?

4. To what extent are the experiences/actions/words of Philip a good example of how to be a
witness to Jesus Christ?

5. To what extent are the experiences/actions/words of the Ethiopian a good example of how
to seek to know more about Jesus Christ? What is your next step on your faith journey?

(A) MDPC Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church
WV 11612 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77024 | mdpc.org | 713-782-1710


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2+&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%208%3A26-40&version=NRSV
https://www.mdpc.org/resources/upcoming-sermons/



