
Thu nights at 7:00pm
Starting Sep 22
In person with free food.

Invite your friend, cousin, neighbor, mom...

They can try Alpha the first week or come 
all 10 weeks for no-pressure conversations 
about life, faith, and meaning.

Details: alpha.mdpc.org

Who  
will  
you  
invite?



8:30 SERVICE
Welcome (In-person / Online) Meliza Gómez / Rachel Poysky

Songs of Praise All Creatures of Our God and King  
 Come Thou Fount 

*Prayer of Confession & Assurance  Brett Hurst

Song of Response Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)  

Alpha Moment Dan Aikins

Song of Preparation King of My Heart  

Message Trusting in God’s Protection (Ezra 7:1-10 NRSV) Alf Halvorson

9:45 SERVICE
Baptisms Alf Halvorson

Charlotte Ashford Kirst, daughter of Brandon and Casey Kirst  

Grant James Wood, son of William and Elizabeth Wood  

Meet & Greet (In-person / Online) Meliza Gómez / Dan Aikins

Songs of Praise Praise God (Doxology) / Hosanna 

Moment of Confession & Assurance  Amanda Grace Caldwell

Song of Preparation King of My Heart  

Message Trusting in God’s Protection (Ezra 7:1-10 NRSV) Alf Halvorson

Song of Response Come Thou Fount  

Alpha Moment Dan Aikins
Musicians at 8:30/9:45: Asher Pudlo, drums; Chris Parrott, guitar; Uvaldo Callejas, bass;  

Daniel Martinez, keys; Gisele Duque and Meliza Gómez, worship leaders

11:15 SERVICE
Prelude Fantasia in G Major J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Welcome & Call to Worship Dan Aikins

*Hymn of Praise Called as Partners in Christ’s Service #343; Vs. 1, 4 | Beecher

*Prayer of Confession & Affirmation of Faith Amanda Grace Caldwell

Anthem Be Still, My Soul  Sibelius, arr. Dan Bird 

Alpha Moment Dan Aikins

Anthem of Preparation In His Hands arr. Tim Osiek (b.1985) 

Message Trusting in God’s Protection (Ezra 7:1-10 NRSV) Alf Halvorson

*Hymn of Response Dear Lord and Father of Mankind  #345; Vs. 1, 4 | Rest

Postlude Melodie Gordon Young (1919-1998)

Musicians at 11:15: Steffanie Dean, guest conductor;  
Kelley Edwards, flutist; Kathryn White, organ/pianist

Sunday, Sep 11, 2022 Rev. Dr. Alf Halvorson preaching
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SERMONNOTES Sun, Sep 11, 2022

Trusting in God’s Protection 
Ezra 7:1-10 NRSV

This is the fourth in our fall sermon series on Ezra & Nehemi-
ah. We have baptisms and an Alpha Focus this Sunday, and 

the sermon series shifts to the time when Ezra, the name of the first book we are studying, 
makes his way onto the stage. He will be the dominant leader the rest of the book, and at 
times in the book of Nehemiah as well. 

1. If people were to sum up your life in a sentence or two, what would you wish they would say 
about you? What would you not want said about you?

2. Ezra chapters 7-10 deal with the leader, Ezra, establishing the Worship & Word rhythm 
for the people of God in the years after the Second Temple was completed and dedicated. 
If you have the time, read chapters 7 and 8 in one sitting. What do you learn about Ezra’s 
leadership style as well as what is important to him? What does he accomplish, with the 
help of God and others?

3. Specifically in verses 1-6 of chapter 7, what do you learn about Ezra? Do you recognize any 
of the names from the first five verses? Using a Bible dictionary or commentary, what is 
significant about Ezra’s lineage? 

4. He is a priest (like the chief priest, Aaron, vs. 5) but also a scribe (vss. 6 and 10). What are 
positives about that combination? 

5. In verses 7-9 of chapter 7, who else joined Ezra on the trip? Are any groups significant, in 
your mind? And how long did it take them to make the trip from Babylon to Jerusalem? 
What might it have been like if you had been part of the pilgrimage? 

6. Verse 10 is an incredibly packed and significant sentence. Remember back to question 1 on 
this Sermon Notes page. How does verse 10 sum up Ezra’s life and ministry? What are the 
three components of what Ezra “set his mind to” or “devoted himself” to do here?

7. Why or why not would it be worthwhile for you to undergo a similar pursuit? What would 
it take in scheduling and commitment for you to become more like Ezra in verse 10? What 
from my sermon possibly gave you some handles or approaches to explore this fall as an 
individual, family, or friend grouping?
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Thu, Sep 15 • 6:30-8:00pm
Join us as we learn about Nueva Vi-
da’s work and mission in Santa Maria 
de Jesus, and experience the beauty 
of Guatemala through a LIVE Zoom 
gathering! Learn more and register 
at newlife.mdpc.org.

Remember Our Mission Partners on the Front Lines
Each week, we pray for three of MDPC’s partners in ministry, 
both local and global. They truly covet your prayers! Find this 
week’s prayer recipients at partners.mdpc.org, or pick up one 
of the prayer booklets available around campus.

OUTREACH MINISTRIES TEAM
Amy Delgado, Outreach Ministries Director 

adelgado@mdpc.org | 713-490-9554

Melissa Peter, Local Outreach Director 
 mpeter@mdpc.org | 713-490-9552 

Kelsi McCormack, Global Missions Director 
kmccormack@mdpc.org | 713-490-9295

Charlotte Adams, Administrative Assistant 
cadams@mdpc.org | 713-490-9551 

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church
11612 Memorial Drive | Houston, TX 77024 | mdpc.org | 713-782-1710

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church

MINISTRY 
PARTNERS
2022

mdpc .outreach .org

MINISTRYHIGHLIGHTS
To see more events at MDPC, visit events.mdpc.org. 

Give Online 
give.mdpc.org

Wed, Sep 21-Nov 9 • 4:30pm
Have you been grieving the loss of a 
loved one? If so, you are not alone. 
Learn more about our 8-week grief 
recovery program at grief.mdpc.org.

Each Wed starting Sep 14 • 4:45pm
Be part of the return of Children’s 
Choir to MDPC! Learn more and sign 
up your elementary student today at 
childrenschoir.mdpc.org.

Tue, Sep 13-Oct 18 • 10:00am-Noon
If you are caring for a loved one with 
dementia, this class is for you. Gain a 
better understanding of the disease 
while learning tips for care and self-
care. Sign up at savvy.mdpc.org.

Tuesdays, Sep 13-Nov 29 • 6:30am
An all-new 11-week series of speak-
ers and study! We’ll talk about how 
to share our faith in God along with 
heart matters relevant to all men. 
Open to men of all ages and stages. 
More at ml.mdpc.org.

Thu, Sep 15 • 7:00pm • Sanctuary
What does it look like to live with joy in a society that doesn’t always agree 
with Christian thought or belief? Come to hear Alistair Begg and leave with a 
renewed sense of hope! Begg is senior pastor at Parkside Church in Ohio. In 
addition to Sunday services at Parkside, he can be heard daily on the Truth 
For Life radio program. Learn more at speakers.mdpc.org.

Sun, Sep 18 • 10:45am-Noon
A brunch event designed to prepare 
children to partake in the sacrament 
of communion. Led by Pastor Rachel. 
Learn more at kids.mdpc.org.

Financial Update as of Sep 4, 2022

2022 Annual Budget $ 12,294,000
Income to Date $ 7,043,550
Needed to Meet Budget $ 5,250,450

Births and Deaths
Abigail Francis Smith was born August 24, 
2022, to Brian and Emily Smith.

Jerry Batte passed away August 27, 2022.
Andy Kean passed away August 21, 2022.
Bob Harold passed away June 21, 2022. 
Ann Alloway passed away June 7, 2022.

Thursdays starting Sep 22 • 7:00pm
At Alpha, we explore faith, life, and 
meaning in a friendly, low-key envi-
ronment. No question out of bounds 
and no talking required! Learn more 
and register at alpha.mdpc.org.

Hey there!
Are you visiting today? We’d 
love the chance to introduce 

ourselves! Take a minute to fill out the 
form at connect.mdpc.org, or stop 
by the Connection Center for a gift!

This

Thursday!

This 

Thursday!

Starts

Wednesday!

Starts

Tuesday! Starts

Tuesday!
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