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Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount

MDPC Dads Coffee & Kolaches
Join other dads this morning for a cup of coffee and 
a kolache. Bring your kids to snap a picture in our 
homemade photo booth, complete with fun props!
Today, 10:45-11:30 AM | Breezeway

Teens & Tweens Group Starting
A time to connect and build friendships with other 
adopted and foster children, ages 12-18, with food, 
games, a movie, and more! Bring your favorite 
bean bag chair, blanket, and/or pillow.
Next Saturday, Sept 24 | 4:00-8:00 PM
RSVP required: Ann Rome, mdpcsafehaven@gmail.com

Special Blessings Needs Your Help!
We host monthly events for children with special 
needs, giving parents a much-needed break. How-
ever, we often are forced to turn folks away due to a 
lack of volunteers. Our community has a tremen-
dous need for this type of service - registrations 
consistently fill up within minutes of opening! 
Could you spare 4 hours on a Saturday so we can 
serve more children and families? If so, please contact 
Keri Mosk at kmosk@mdpc.org or 713-490-9265. 

Elementary Pizza Parties
Come eat pizza and play games at a Pizza Party! 
Kindergartners and first graders party this month; 
Pizza Parties for 2nd-5th grade are later this fall.
K & 1st Grade: Sunday, Sept 25 | 12:30-2:30 PM
register.mdpc.org 

Outreach Sunday on September 25
Next weekend, many of our local and global minis-
try partners will join us. Plan to drop by the Lobby 
before and after the 9:45 and 11:15 services to ex-
tend a warm MDPC welcome to our special guests. 
Be sure to invite a partner to worship with you!

Save the Date...
Join us to celebrate Kristin Huffman and her 19 
years of ministry at MDPC. 
Sunday, October 16 | 4:30-6:00 PM
Details coming soon.

National Night Out
Meet your Memorial Villages police officers, fire 
department, and local area government entities. 
The festivities will include hot dogs, popcorn, cot-
ton candy, and snow cones, plus a moonwalk and a 
Chiefs Dunk Booth! Sponsored by MVPOA.
Tuesday, Oct 4 | 5:00-8:00 PM | MDPC Parking Lot

Theology On Tap: Closer Than You Think?
Young adults (age 21 to 40-ish) are invited to an 
interactive panel discussion on atheism, Human-
ism, and Christian belief with special guests Dr. 
Anthony Pinn, Robert Garment, and Gregory Han.
Tuesday, Oct 11 | 7:00-9:00 PM | 8484 Katy Frwy
Free craft beer & food! Location details: ya.mdpc.org

Confirmation 2017
Confirmation is our yearly program for all students 
who are currently in the 8th grade or above. Join 
us for a time of focusing on what it means to follow 
Jesus and be part of His Church.
Sundays, January 8-March 5 | 11:00 AM-12:15 PM
Register through Dec 1: $115 ($140 through Jan 8)

MDPC Women Newsletter
Whether you’re refereeing kids, in a season of tran-
sition, or even dealing with a loss, September may 
feel like a blur. You’re not alone! Find some comfort 
and enjoyment in our first-ever newsletter, with 
recipes, a fun DIY idea, spiritual and fitness tidbits, 
and a book review and prayer.
Find the MDPC Women Newsletter around the 
campus or download a PDF at women.mdpc.org.

The Well: Who Do You Think I Am?
We care what our families, our friends, our 
coworkers, and even strangers think about us. 
Behind the social media posts, the volunteer hours, 
the striving, who do they think we are? And who 
does God think we are? Join us at The Well to hear 
a panel of real, honest women talk about how they 
learned of the way God views them.
Wednesday, Oct 26 | 6:30-8:00 PM | Chapel
Details and RSVP: women.mdpc.org

Ministry Partners 2016
This week, we ask that you pray for these partners in ministry that MDPC assists with your support:

W EEK LY FI NA NCIA L U PDATE
Operating Income	  
2016 Annual Budget	 $ 11,050,000	 100%
Actual Income to Date (Sept. 11, 2016)	 $   5,989,487	 54%
Needed to Meet 2016 Budget	 $   5,060,513	 46%
Pictured: It can be easy to take for granted our families and support networks. 
Many women have no hope of changing their situations because they have no 
one to turn to and nowhere to go. Santa Maria Hostel’s Hope Housing Project 
is one of Houston's very few transitional housing resources that serves women 
with children, and your generosity makes it possible. >

Santa Maria Hostel's mission is to 
empower women with children to 
become alcohol and drug free. It is 
Texas’ largest multi-site residential 
and outpatient substance abuse 
treatment center and one of few 
that provides a continuum of 
care for pregnant and parenting 
women and their children. 
santamariahostel.org

Scripture Awakening 
provides resources to 
encourage people to 
read, study, and live the 
Bible and awaken the 
world to the power of 
God’s Word.
scriptureawakening.com

MDPC partners Reverends David and Kim 
moved their family to East Asia in 2013. There, 
they train and coach church leaders and con-
nect them to resources and curriculum. Please 
pray for Dave and Kim and their two children 
as they continue to build their community. 
Pray that God would continue to go before 
them in every way, helping them build new 
support systems and connections for ministry. 

Daily Bread 
Daily Bread is a community of men and women in 
their 40s and 50s who enjoy weekly discussions on 
God’s Word. This fall they are looking at the Scrip-
tures preached during the 9:45 service on Pastor Alf 's 
sermon series, Higher Ground. Join them as they dig 
deeper into the word of God to find real life applica-
tion. Drop in and get to know them! They will save a 
chair for you!
Sundays at 11:15 AM | Summit Room
Drop in, or contact Chris Arend with questions: 
chrisarend73@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SPOTLIGHT

The White Rose is in memory of
•	Larry Kelminson, who passed away September 4, 2016.
•	Norma Benson, who passed away September 9, 2016.

Coming Up at MDPC

PLEASE place your cell phone in airplane mode upon entering worship 
so that the sound system will not experience interference. Thank you!

MDPC INFO Sunday, September 18, 2016



Monday, October 3
Social Hour	 6:00-7:00 PM
Dinner/Program	7:00 PM
Westchase Hilton (9999 Westheimer Road)

RSVP deadline 
is Wednesday, 
September 28. 

Pick up a flier for 
registration details.

The Venturers at MDPC present

With Pastor Alf Halvorson

The

ClubBreakfast
Anxiety can affect anyone, at any stage 
of life. Join Tim Mavergeorge, LPC, LMFT, 
LCDC, to talk about regaining control of our 
lives and finding serenity despite anxious 
thoughts and feelings. 

Sunday, September 25
8:30-9:30 AM | Parlor
Morning’s Topic: ANXIETY

The Breakfast Club forums are offered 
bi-annually on Sunday mornings.

*Please stand if able.	 CCLI # 182374

PRELUDE	 Two Arias	  G.F. Handel (1685-1759)

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP	  Dave Steane

*HYMN OF PRAISE 	  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty	 arr. John Rutter (b. 1941)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON	

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH From the Apostles Creed	  	

ANTHEM	 O Sing Unto the Lord a New Song	  Healey Willan (1880-1968)

OFFERTORY	 To the Lamb on the Throne 	 Dan Forrest (b. 1978)

MESSAGE 	 Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:27-37)	  Alf Halvorson 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE	 More Love to Thee, O Christ	 #359; Vs. 1, 2 | More Love to Thee

POSTLUDE 	 Psalm 20 	  Gordon Young (1919-1998)

WELCOME	 Dave Steane

*SONGS OF PRAISE	  

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE	  Rachel Poysky

*SONGS OF RESPONSE	  

GIFTS OF GRATITUDE 	  	

MESSAGE 	 Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:27-37)	  Alf Halvorson 

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE	

WORSHIP INVITATION	

*CALL TO WORSHIP 	

*MOMENT OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE	 Kyle Collins

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE	  	

GIFTS OF GRATITUDE 	  	 Dave Steane

MESSAGE 	 Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:27-37)	  Alf Halvorson 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING	

8:30 AM SERVICE

9:45 AM SERVICE

11:15 AM SERVICE

11:00 AM FIFTH SERVICE: Join folks at Fifth for energetic worship, dynamic teaching, and casual community. 
Everyone is welcome! We meet in the Amphitheater. Visit fifthservice.mdpc.org for more.

11:15 AM SPANISH SERVICE: MDPC's Fuente Hispanic Ministries worships in the Chapel. For more 
information on Spanish and bilingual community events and programs, visit fuente.mdpc.org.

VISITORS: If you are visiting MDPC today, we are delighted that you have come to worship with us! Allow us 
to welcome you personally at the Connection Center located in the Sanctuary Lobby.

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP? For inquiries on how to become a member of MDPC, contact Diann Turet 
at dturet@mdpc.org and join one of our New Member Classes that run throughout the year.

MORE ON MDPC SUNDAY MORNINGS

Musicians in these services: Joe Gavito, guitar; Meliza Gómez and Michael Middleton, worship leaders; Craig Gysler, keys; Asher Pudlo, 
drums; Dennis Whittaker, bass

Musicians in this service: Robert Walp, Carrie Schafer, trumpet; Kendall Gray, horn; Ivan Ley, soloist; Rick White, Brian Logan, 
trombone; Julio Sanchez; Charles Hausmann, conductor; Kathryn White, organ/piano

MDPC MORNING WORSHIP

Congregational Meeting
MDPC Session has called a congregational meeting for the purposes of calling the Rev. Rachel Poysky 

as Associate Pastor for Children’s Ministries; calling the Rev. Brett Hurst as Affiliate Associate Pastor for 
Relationship Ministries; approving the revised MDPC by-laws, dated August 22, 2016; and dissolving the call 

between MDPC and the Rev. Dr. Kristin Huffman, effective October 16, 2016.
Today following 9:45 AM Worship | Sanctuary

8th Annual

Noche de Sabor
Saturday, September 24 
6:00 PM | Fellowship Hall

Come for an evening of Latin American 
culinary, musical, and artistic traditions!

Saturday-Sunday, Oct 1-2  
Woodlands Waterway Marriott  
$210/couple

Spend a weekend relaxing and reconnecting with your spouse! 
This special experience includes fabulous amenities, a comfort-
able atmosphere, one-on-one date night, and expert teaching 
from Brett and Kellie Hurst of Home Encouragement.

Space is limited! marriage.mdpc.org

Sunday, October 30  
3:00-5:00 PM | Ball Field & Parking Lot
Join other MDPC families to trick-or-treat 
from car trunk to car trunk and other family-
friendly activities. Awards will be given for 
Best Costume, Best Decorated Trunk, and 
Best Candy. All are welcome! Please  
register if you are passing out  
candy, or signing your child up  
to participate...

Sign up at men.mdpc.org. 



This is the fourth in a series of
messages on Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Mount, where He attempts to take His 
disciples—His climbing companions—to 
the higher ground of joy and faithfulness. 
Last week, we talked about nursing or 

“crock-potting” anger. This week, Jesus 
centers on lust, divorce, and oaths.

1. Jesus started last week in verse 21 by saying, “You have heard it said ____, but I say to
you ___.” He uses that same formula three more times in verses 27-37. What are the
three comparisons, and how does Jesus intensify the previous understanding?

2. In verses 29-30, is Jesus to be taken literally or is He using hyperbole? How did Pastor
Alf argue one way or the other?

3. If you don’t take Jesus literally in verses 29-30, how can you still take His words
seriously? What connection does the eye or hand have with the heart here?

4. If we jump over divorce for a minute and go to oaths in verses 33-37, why do you
think Jesus says that we don’t need to swear an oath, using our parents or our life
or Jerusalem or God or anything? Name some examples from the headlines where
people or institutions have not followed Jesus’ prescription: “let your word be ‘yes, 
yes’ or ‘no, no’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.” What would 
happen if you and I were committed to telling the truth?

5. Sandwiched between Jesus’ discussion of lust and lying, He addresses the topic of
divorce. Pastor Alf shared some shocking statistics. As of 2012, 45% of first marriages
in the US end in divorce; 64% of second marriages; and 73% of third. In America
today, a divorce happens every 13 seconds; 46,523 a week. If you live together before 
marriage, it can raise the divorce rate by 40%. And 29% of children living with a 
divorced parent live below the poverty line. Share your personal story of divorce or 
how divorce has impacted your extended family…

6. What do you think Jesus is saying in verses 31-32? What is He for? What is He
against? Where is grace and hope? Consult these other Scriptures for a more
complete understanding of what the Bible says about marriage/divorce: Matthew 
19:3-12; 1 Corinthians 7:10-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; Deuteronomy 22:13-19, 24:1-4; 
Exodus 21:7-11; and Genesis 2:18-24. 

7. For you, does unfaithfulness include physical or emotional abuse, as Alf quoted from
John Stott and David Instone-Brewer’s book, A Deeper Look at the Sermon on the
Mount? How does a Christian church help troubled married couples and persons 
who have been divorced? Where do the biblical concepts of repentance, forgiveness, 
restoration, and resurrection (new life) come into this discussion?

8. What is your “takeaway” (belief and action) from this section (verses 27-37) of Jesus’
sermon?

Matthew 5:27-37
Pastor Alf Halvorson Preaching

Sunday, September 18, 2016DIGGING DEEPER 
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The document below represents the amended MDPC bylaws following our recent 
affiliation with ECO. They will be voted on this morning at a Congregational Meeting 
(immediately following the 9:45 AM service). 

Bylaws of Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church
Section 1. Statement of Purpose. Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church (“The Church”) 
is a Texas nonprofit corporation organized under the laws of the State of Texas with princi-
pal place of business in Houston, Texas. The Church is organized exclusively for charitable, 
religious, educational and scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of 
distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

Section 2. Relation to ECO. The Church is a member congregation of ECO: A Covenant 
Order of Evangelical Presbyterians, a church denomination (“ECO”), and of the ECO Presby-
tery exercising ecclesiastical jurisdiction over The Church pursuant to the Constitution (the 
“Presbytery”). As such, The Church abides by the ECO Essential Tenets and is governed by 
the ECO Polity and Rules of Discipline, respectively. The Essential Tenets, Polity, and Rules 
of Discipline, as amended from time to time, collectively constitute the ECO Constitution, 
which is incorporated into and made a part of this document.

This corporation shall constitute the corporation through which The Church shall act legally 
as described in the Polity. The following Bylaws set forth provisions for the governance and 
operation of the corporation. These Bylaws shall at all times be subject to the provisions of 
the Constitution, and the applicable provisions in the Constitution shall take priority over 
any inconsistent provisions in these Bylaws. These bylaws are also subject to the Texas Busi-
ness Organizations Code (the “TBOC”) and the Articles of Incorporation of The Church.

Section 3. Governance of The Church. These Bylaws contain provisions for the regu-
lation and management of The Church. While the governance of The Church is covered in 
both The ECO Polity and Discipline and The Church’s Bylaws, a number of details are not 
addressed in those documents. The Church’s Policies and Procedures Manual is intended 
to provide more specificity regarding day-to-day practices of The Church. The Policies and 
Procedures Manual may be amended at any time by a majority vote of the Session.

Section 4. Meetings of the Congregation. Meetings of the congregation shall be called 
by the Session, or when requested in writing by one fourth of the active members on the roll 
of the congregation. An annual meeting of the congregation shall take place in The Church 
building each year at a time designated by the Session, at which meeting the congregation 
may hear reports and plans from the Session and other church organizations, and transact 
business as appropriate. The congregation shall review the adequacy of the compensation of 
pastors upon report of the prior review by the Session or a Session committee. Special meet-
ings may be called by the Session for purposes appropriate to an annual meeting or such oth-
er business as may be proper for congregational consideration, e.g., matters related to electing 
officers, calling pastors, pastoral relationships, buying, selling, or mortgaging real property, 
and permissive powers of a congregation. The business to be transacted shall be restricted to 
that which is specified in the call. At the annual congregational meeting, the congregation 
shall be provided a written report concerning a review of The Church’s activities for the prior 
year.

Section 5. Notice of Congregational Meetings. Public notice of the meetings shall be 
given in printed and verbal form on at least two successive Sundays prior to the meeting, 
which can take place following worship on the second Sunday. When the meeting is called 
for the purpose of electing a pastor, the notice shall be given in printed and verbal form at 
least ten days in advance, which shall include two successive Sundays.

Section 6. Moderator of Congregational Meetings. The Moderator of Session (or his/
her designate) shall moderate the meetings of the congregation, and may make such rules 
for the conduct of congregational meetings as he or she regards as reasonable.  When The 
Church is without a pastor, the executive pastor shall preside. If it is impractical for a pastor 
or the moderator of the Session to preside, a member of the Session may be invited to pre-
side.

Section 7. Secretary. A clerk of the Session shall serve as secretary of meetings of the 
congregation. If a clerk is not present or is unable to serve, the congregation shall elect a 
secretary.

The document below represents the amended MDPC bylaws following our recent 
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Section 8. Minutes of Congregational Meetings. The minutes of the congregational 
meeting recorded by the secretary shall be attested by the moderator and the secretary and 
recorded in the minute book of the Session.

Section 9. Quorum for Meetings of the Congregation. The quorum of a meeting of 
the congregation shall be the moderator, the secretary, and at least 10% of the active mem-
bers of the congregation. The secretary shall determine that a quorum is present. Only active 
members may vote, regardless of age. 

Section 10. The Nominating Committee. The congregation shall form one or more 
Nominating Committees for the purpose of electing Ruling Elders (“Elders”) and Pastors. 
Each Nominating Committee shall be elected by the congregation, with a slate of nominees 
proposed by the prior Nominating Committee. The policies and procedures for the Nominat-
ing Committee are set forth in The Church’s Policies and Procedures Manual.

Section 11. The Session. The congregation shall elect Elders normally divided into three 
equal classes, one class of whom shall be elected each year for a three-year term. An Elder 
having served his or her three-year term shall be ineligible for re-election to the Session for 
a second full term for a period of at least 12 months. The Session shall form such commit-
tees as necessary to carry out its work, as set forth in The Church’s Policies and Procedures 
Manual. A quorum for a Session meeting shall be the Moderator of Session or other presid-
ing officer and at least one- third of the Elders actively on Session, except for the reception 
and dismissal of members when the quorum shall be the Moderator and two members of the 
Session, and except for the serving of the elements of the Lord’s Supper to those isolated from 
the community’s worship which can be extended by two or more ordained officers of The 
Church. Vacancies of the Session may be filled at a special meeting of the congregation or at 
the annual congregational meeting, as the Session may determine.

Section 12. Dissolution and Distribution. Upon the dissolution of the Corporation, 
after payment or provision for payment of the Corporation’s liabilities have been made, assets 
shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or 
shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for public 
purpose. Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by the District Court of Harris 
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Section 13. Restrictions. No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to 
the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, 
except that The Church shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation 
for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes 
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shall be the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and 
the organization shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or dis-
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