






This is the third in our Advent 
series, The Unexpected. Last week 

we looked at John the Baptist, an odd 
and unlikely messenger of the Savior. 

Now John is in prison; he is pressed 
by persecution and the prospect of death 

into doubt and uncertainty; and he asks Jesus An 
Unexpected Question.

1. In verse 2 of chapter 11 of Matthew, we find out that John is in prison. Read Matthew 
14:3-12 to find out why he is incarcerated.

2. In verse 3 of chapter 11, John, through his disciples, asks Jesus a question. What is the 
question? Why do you think he asked it of Jesus? 

3. Read Ezekiel 5:4 and Jeremiah 12:17. Based on those two verses, what did John expect the 
Messiah to do? 

4. Jesus has John think about some other Old Testament verses: Isaiah 26:19, 29:18, 35:5-
6, and 61:1-4. Read those texts plus Luke 4:18-19. Why did Jesus pick those verses 
over Ezekiel and Jeremiah? What do you think He was trying to explain to John, John’s 
disciples, and us?

5. Read Matthew 11:4-6. Jesus says, “Go tell John what you hear and see.” After the word 
“hear,” you could insert Matthew chapters 5-7. After the word “see,” you could insert 
Matthew chapters 8-10. So, as disciples, we have both Jesus’ teaching to go by, as well as 
His actions/miracles. Why are both important? What conclusion does Jesus hope we will 
come to from hearing and seeing? 

6. In verses 7-11 of chapter 11 of Matthew, Jesus lauds John the Baptist. What does Jesus 
say about John? And yet, in verse 11, He suggests that anyone born of the spirit is greater 
than John. How do you make sense of that part? What is Jesus getting at here?

7. I think John the Baptist was the greatest figure, according to Jesus, of the previous age. 
But Jesus ushers in a new age. It is like saying when automobiles were becoming popular 
at the beginning of the 20th century, “You are the greatest manufacturer of the horse and 
buggy era. But the junior mechanic in Henry Ford’s auto plant is greater than you are.” 
Have you ever thought that Jesus ushered in a new era that we still are living in today? He 
ushered in the Kingdom of God, which still is contested by many, but is expanding none-
theless. What does it mean for us to be citizens and ambassadors of that new Kingdom? 

8. How might that reality change our focus, our allegiance, and our actions this Advent and 
Christmas?
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