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SUNDAY SCHOOL
SPERREIGHT

Nearly & Newly Marrleds

We are a commumnity group comprised of young
marrieds who get together everyweek to share
life, pray fior one another, and follow Jesas. We
meet on Mondxy evenings at a home in the Me-
morial area. We are open to any young marrieds,
engaged, or newly married couples.

Mondays, T00-2:00 PM | Memarial Area
Contact Andrew and Laura Miller with questions:
milder @ninew craig@email. com

Christmas Eve Pelnsattla Dedlcations « Purchase deadline is this Friday, December 161

Visit flowers.mdpc.orgto purchase Sanctuary and Chapel poirsettias (85,00 each) in honor ar in memocy of
a lowed cme. Upon completion of the online arder, you st make full payment by eCheck. or Creditar Diebit
Card. Flease work through all the pages o reach the payment information pageand sabmit your request,

i you prefer to makea payment by cash or “paper check” pick up a Christmas Poinsettia envwelope from the
Froot Othice or Connection Cerrter. Poicsettias may be talen hameafter the Christmas morning service,

Ministry Partmers 2016

Thisweek, we ask that you pray for thess partners in ministry that MOPC assists with your sapport:
WorkFaith Connectionisa Christ-  The Outreach Foundationisan ~ Presbyterian Frentier Pellowship
achieve economic self-mafficiency mission oeganization that focuses  Presbyterians joininwhat God
through job placement, jobs o the proclamation of the Gospel.  is daingin the workd FEF's goal
retertion, and career adwncement.  Hoseeks to build the capacity of the  is to see every ethnoic group have
It ernposrers clients bo proside church to prochim the prod news  its cven church, reflecting its cen
for themsebwes and their amilies of [esus Christ by cormecting U8 cukural characteristics 1t helps
emotiooally, spiritaally and Presbyterian congregaticns with ~ Presbyterian churches o bave a
firancially, sabilizing familiesand  global Presbyterian partners. globa] mission Fision.

OUT community. theoutreschbamdmtion.angy B met

workEnthoomnechion. org

WEEELY FINANCIAL UPDATE

OpPERATING [NCOME

2018 Annnal Euda:t § 11050000
Achml Income to Date (Dec. 4, 2016]  § 7,976,913
Mesded to Meet 2016 Eu.-dg:t § 3073087

Pictured: Work Faith Connection 1s a Chist-centered arganlzation

100
7%

215

encouraging disadvantaged job seekers in their hope for better finures.
[t exquips thizm with the skills and bellefs to gain employment andlead
healthy, productive, spictually dch bves. Work Fatth's effectiveness i rein-

forced by s fonas on maintalning long-term relationships with students >

MDPC

Lowing God. Proclaiming Christ. Living Generoushy. Engaging Al
11612 Memorial Dirive | Houston, Texas 77024 | mdp<.org | 713-782-1710

Thirel Sunday of Advent
Decernber 11, 2016

An llnexﬁétteﬂ H.u'iastiun

MDPC

Memoral Criva
Prasbytarian Church

Mat thew 11:2-11

Coming Upat MDPC

Roast & Toast of Brandon Galde
Jairas far chicken & wafflesand to say goadbye
to Brardon, in true Brapdon-Gaide fashion. Bring
vour best impression, recallection of an medosard
et or mﬂ:umy'h:ﬂ:m"l'f:'ﬂ.ﬁ.‘nil]:nu:tim.:
ing him and his fimily in prayer.
Sunclary, Diec 18 | 12:30-2:00 PH | Amphithester
PLEASE BSVF to Saraedh o om arauirethe civicken o
wiffies count: sstone@mdpe.org or text 8325058129
Baked Gocds for Teachers
and treats for their Christmas party. Bring iterns in
dispesable containers to the MDPC Front Office.

Diroproff desdiing: Moon on Weds, Decld (Than
Jein us at the school to amemibble gifts at 100 PM.3

Comfact fwdye Hartmeem: pidpehart@gmeil com
Christmas Eve Polnsettla Dedications

S5 dadication; details on the back of this bulletin,
Chrder by thee Dher 16 dlasallime: flowers.maprarg
Familly Misslon Day

Ciome serve Houston with uson the MLE Day hali-
o We'll bus out to work in the community
Mondey, danuary 16 | 9:00 AM-4:00 PM | 310
Sigm ap tociny! register. mipe.org

Concert Sarles: Bach's Christmas Oratorlo
In this Christmas concert for the commmunity,

the pospel narmatize comes alive in a new English
edition of Pach's imous aratorio, Jopful congrega-
tional carols throughout the concert celebrate the
senson and Charles Hansmann's 10th anniversary
at MOPC All are veekome!

Sunclery, Dec 18 | 600 PM | Sanctuary | Fres

For Concent Series dedails, wint comoeris mdpe.ang.
Lunich Cennectlon

A monithly small group for parents of children with
special needs, Our NEW FORMAT includes a brief
preseniation bya community resource provider as
well as time for discussion and questiors. Lunch
will be provided. Come asyouared

Seacond Tussdays, 12:00-1:00 PM | MC Room 102

D 13 - Fireding Joy ared Awokling Burn Out In
Parenting Your Child with Special Nesds

Confzct Keri Mosk for mone informstion:
fmosk@mdpr.org 714900265

Parent Palooza Got & Facellft!

Fiew this ypear: There are 3 tracks io chooss from, for
parents of elerneniary, middle schoal, or high schocl-
aged children - o there’s something for evervone!
Wednesdays, January 1 and 18| 6:30-8:00 PM
Free evemt. Dty andd sch eclwle: paribore, mdpeong




MDPC MORN

Mo sland K i, CCLLF 132274

8:30 AM SERVICE

GATHERING MUSIC

WELCDME Diare Steare
*BOMGS OF PRAISE

“PRAYER OF OONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

GIFTS OF GRATITUDE

MESSAGE The Unexpected: 4n Unexpected Cruestion (Matthese 11:2-11)
RESPONSE OF THE FEOFLE

“CHARGE AMD BENEDICTION

Christyn Knoap

AN Hahvorson

9-45 AM SERVICE

WORSHIF INYVITATION The Music Box Kids
“CALL TOWORSHIF

“MOMENT OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE Rachd Poysley
GIFTS OF GRATITUDE Diare Steane
MESSAGE The Unexpected: &n Unexpected Cruestion {(Matthese 11:2-11) AN Halvorsan

“CHARGE AMD BENEDICTION

Pusirians i st services [0d Gavitn, grkar; Maizs Gines and Mchasd Midkion, warsp leadrs; Cralg Gyshr, loeys; Asher Pud,
frums; Oens W hiti aker, bass

11:15 AM SERVICE

PRELUDE O Comne, AR Ye Faithful and Je to the World Cabils/ary. White
WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP Dare Strane
“HYMN OF PRAISE O Come, All Ye Faithfud VL, 6| aer. fobm Raber {b. 1045)
“PRAYER OF CONPESSION AND ASSURANCE OR PARDON Laura Miller
*APFIRMATION OF BAITH from The Apostles’ Cread

AMTHEM Lord oof Creatiar, We Lift Uy Owr Voices [from Christnas Oratorio] 15, Bach [1685-1750)
OFFERTORY  Came Now With Glaciness amd Weisowms the Morrow (from Christmes Oratoris) 15 Bach [1685.1750)
MESSAGE The Unexpected: An Unexpected Question (Matthew 11:2-11) A¥ Hahrorsan
HYMM OF RESPONSE 0 Come, O Come, Dramanued #3; ¥5.1| Voo Eusanime
“CHARGE & BENEMCTION

POSTLUDE oy to the Workd a7, Dhan Hastad

Msicians L s service: Jobn Parkir, Danoy Wilsan, Les Hernandez, tranpas: Clg Chlpancr and Anstida Sukhopara, el
Ml Sanchi, Hmp anl; Eattoryn Wi, organisi

MCRE ON MDPC SUNDAY MORNINGS

11:00 &M FIFTH SERYICE: [oin fiolks at Fifth for epergetic worship, dynamic teaching, and casaal community
Everyane i weloome! We mest in the Amphitheater. ¥isit ffthservice . mdpe. org for mare.

11:15 &M SPAMISH SERVICE: MOPC's Fuente Hispanic Mirdstries worships in the Chapel. Far mare
irdformmation oo Spamish and bilingnal commumity events and programs, wisit foente mdpcorg.

WISITORS: 1fyou are visiting MDPC today, we are delighted that yon have come to worship with ol Allow us
1o welcome you persomally af the Concection Center located in the Sanctuary Lobby.

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIF! For inquiries oo bone bo become a member of MOPC, contact Diann Turet
at duret@mdpc.org and jain ooe of our Mew Member Clsses that run through cut the year.

Music and Art Show

Wednesday December 14 | Free Bvent
Begins at £:30 PM

Celebrate the Christrnas ssason with music and art!
The evening will feature rosic led by Meliza Gémez
Beach art instructor Bridget Wolk willcompletea

Open Today! Shop through
next Sunday, December 18.
Between Services | Chapel and Sanctuary Lobbies
Purchasing bissicn Madket Christmas cards for your
friends and family can change lives. One bundred percent of the
money received s senk to the MDPC ministry partoeds) of your
chaice, serving the nesds of at-risk urban youth, homeless and fiocd -
inszcure families, children living with disabilities, people without access
"'Hq_.}l to clean water, and children orphaned by ATDE.
Cards are mailable weeld ays at the Front Ciffice.

Kids’ Meals

Monthly Service Opportunity

|
Help usfeed the nearhy 2,500 preschool children Kids' Meals delivers to daiby
MDPC voluntesrs are instrumental in providing one day's delivery per month!
Plesse bring two lomres of white or whent sandwich bread to the project.
W-Ednesda]r December 14 | 5:00PM .o
: L e

Christmas Eve, December 24
f ﬂll'[Efl'I[.llJId r', Fanulu' ',':F'r'I.IJLE' Etl 4: IEﬁlﬁl PH

Truultmnal randlﬂllghtiemrethT &1 [IPM

aasanal e bed By o MDR Sandtiany |

Christmas Day, December 25
Traditional Service at 9:45 AM

New Year’s Day, January 1
Blended Service at 9:45 AM

helday.mdpdarg



MDPC concerts.mdpc.org
oncert s
*..2016-2017 ZNET'1ES

Johann Sebastian Bach’s

Christmas 4 o
Oratorio

MDPC's Sanctuary Choir brings to
life the gospel narrative in a new

L §

English edition of Bach’s famous
oratorio. Jovful congregational

carols throughout the concert
celebrate the season!

Sunday, December 18
6:00 PM | Sanc

Free admission.

Free childcare by rese
childcare@mdpc.org

FREEE AND OPEN TO THE PUELIC.
Invite vour friends and family!

MDPC

Memorial Drive Presbytarian Church
NME12 Memorial Driva | Houston, Tewcas 77024
mdpcorg | 713722-1710



DIGGING DEEPER Sunday, December 11, 2016

his is the third in our Advent
series, The Unexpected. Last week

/ we looked at John the Baptist, an odd
and unlikely messenger of the Savior.
Now John is in prison; he is pressed

—

o

An Unexpected Question by persecution and the prospect of death
Matthew 11:2-11 into doubt and uncertainty; and he asks Jesus An
Unexpected Question.

. In verse 2 of chapter 11 of Matthew, we find out that John is in prison. Read Matthew

14:3-12 to find out why he is incarcerated.

. In verse 3 of chapter 11, John, through his disciples, asks Jesus a question. What is the

question? Why do you think he asked it of Jesus?

. Read Ezekiel 5:4 and Jeremiah 12:17. Based on those two verses, what did John expect the

Messiah to do?

. Jesus has John think about some other Old Testament verses: Isaiah 26:19, 29:18, 35:5-

6, and 61:1-4. Read those texts plus Luke 4:18-19. Why did Jesus pick those verses
over Ezekiel and Jeremiah? What do you think He was trying to explain to John, John’s
disciples, and us?

. Read Matthew 11:4-6. Jesus says, “Go tell John what you hear and see.” After the word

“hear;” you could insert Matthew chapters 5-7. After the word “see;” you could insert
Matthew chapters 8-10. So, as disciples, we have both Jesus’ teaching to go by, as well as
His actions/miracles. Why are both important? What conclusion does Jesus hope we will
come to from hearing and seeing?

. In verses 7-11 of chapter 11 of Matthew, Jesus lauds John the Baptist. What does Jesus

say about John? And yet, in verse 11, He suggests that anyone born of the spirit is greater
than John. How do you make sense of that part? What is Jesus getting at here?

. I'think John the Baptist was the greatest figure, according to Jesus, of the previous age.

But Jesus ushers in a new age. It is like saying when automobiles were becoming popular
at the beginning of the 20th century, “You are the greatest manufacturer of the horse and
buggy era. But the junior mechanic in Henry Ford’s auto plant is greater than you are”
Have you ever thought that Jesus ushered in a new era that we still are living in today? He
ushered in the Kingdom of God, which still is contested by many, but is expanding none-
theless. What does it mean for us to be citizens and ambassadors of that new Kingdom?

. How might that reality change our focus, our allegiance, and our actions this Advent and

Christmas?
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