




Argentina Barrios is studying medicine and English. She decided to be-
come a doctor so she could serve the community at a missionary clinic. Her 
passion is to serve. She likes to volunteer in the MDPC Fuente Food Pantry.

Gilmar Barrios and Bernarda Molina are the parents of 
new member Argentina Barrios. Gilmar works at Fuzzy’s Pizza 
and enjoys sports. Bernarda works in beauty-product sales. 
She likes watching movies and volunteering in the MDPC 
Fuente Food Pantry.

Daniel Chávez and Maria Galván have two children, Rubén 
and Alondra. Maria likes to bake and do crafts. Daniel is a 
dental assistant and enjoys reading and painting. 

Jerrit and Christina Coward are the parents of two chil-
dren, Sydney (13) and Hutch (12). Jerrit is an energy executive. 
He enjoys fishing and reading. Christina is a stay-at-home 
mom. She loves to read, play tennis, travel, and spend time 
with her kids.

Greg and Laura Kieschnick have two children, Margo (11) 
and Kenley (8). Greg is a senior project manager for Hous-
ton Community College. He enjoys reading, bike riding, 
and watching his kid’s activities. Laura is the lead contacts 
manager at BMC Software, Inc. She enjoys reading, shopping, 
sewing, swimming, crafts, and time with friends and family.

Ines Kochman-Scott has two adult children and four grandchildren.
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Sarah Foss is married to Todd and they have two children, Matthew (3) and 
Grace (22 months). Sarah is an attorney.

Rosalía Castillo has one daughter, Génesis Guillen (13). Rosalía is a house-
keeper and enjoys home décor and dancing. Her passion is witnessing and 
volunteering in the MDPC Fuente Food Pantry. 

Maurilio Leyva works in maintenance. He enjoys volunteering, riding his 
bicycle, and praying for others.



James Louis is the husband of MDPC member, Barbara James. They have 
three adult children, and two grandchildren, Raegan (7) and Mason (7 
months). Louis is a part-time clerk for Walgreens and a high school football 
referee. He enjoys golfing, reading, and walking.

Bill and Sharon McCloskey have three children, Sydney 
(16), Haley (14), and Riley (12). Bill is a public relations and 
marketing director for Houston Distributing Company. He 
enjoys sports and outdoor activities. Sharon is an Ob-Gyn 
with Greater Houston Ob-Gyn. She enjoys helping others and 
spending time with family.

Raúl Montejo and Damaris Abreu are the parents of Raúl, 
Laura, and Claudia. Damaris is an ordained pastor in the 
Presbyterian Church in Cuba and babysits in her spare time. 
She enjoys singing, dancing, and fellowship with friends and 
family. Raúl is a medical doctor. He enjoys reading, talking 
about sports, and sharing time with his family. 

Alexis Paz and Daysi Granados are the parents of Cristian, 
David, and Esmeralda. Alex works in construction and remod-
eling. Daysi is a housekeeper and volunteers in the MDPC 
Fuente Food Pantry.

Rubén Dario Rodas and Bibiana Andrea Cano are the 
parents of Madeleine and Ashly Rodas. Rubén works in 
construction. He enjoys watching sports and working as a 
volunteer. Bibiana likes crafts. 

Blas and Maria Pineda - Blas works in maintenance. 
Maria works in housekeeping, and enjoys taking walks and 
gardening. 

IS IT TIME FOR YOU TO JOIN MDPC?

DISCOVER MDPC WITH ALF
Attend an informational meeting to learn more about MDPC. No commitment required! A 
great opportunity to explore church membership and what it would mean to be part of our 
faith community.
Sunday, January 8 | 10:45-11:10 AM | Gathering Room

NEW MEMBER CLASS
The New Member Class series is for those interested in membership. They are taught by the 
associate pastors and elders, and include a Saturday service project. 
Sundays, January 15-February 19 | 9:45-11:00 AM | Summit Room

Visit membership.mdpc.org for additional dates and to register for New Member Classes, or contact 
Diann Turet, Membership Director (dturet@mdpc.org or 713-490-9553).

11612 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77024 | mdpc.org | 713-782-1710
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This is the fourth Sunday in 
Advent, and our title is “An 

Unexpected Response.” Joseph finds 
out that the woman to whom he is be-

trothed, Mary, is pregnant. According 
to Matthew 1:20, he already has decided 

what he will do, which is to divorce her quietly. 
But God, through an angel, changes Joseph’s mind...

1. We have heard this story so many times that it’s hard to see anything new in it. After 
I explained what the terms engaged, dismiss, and righteous man mean from verses 18-
19, what became new or different for you in this passage?

2. Read verses 20-23. From these verses, what changed Joseph’s mind regarding Mary 
and going through with the marriage? 

3. If you had been Joseph, how might you have felt? What do you think you would have 
done? 

4. Why do you think it was important for Matthew to include verses 24 and 25? What 
does each verse add to the narrative? What would we miss without these two sections? 

5. Joseph sets aside his previous conclusion (verse 20) to be faithful to God. He changed 
his mind. When, if ever, has God changed your mind?

6. Where, this Christmas, have you written something or someone off, but God might 
want you to set aside your conclusions in order to be faithful in a new way? 

7. How might you open yourself up to that possibility? How would God need to get 
through to you regarding the proposed change? 

8. I told a story about Stanley Hauerwas, who grew up in Texas but moved to become an 
academic at Duke—a Professor of Theology in the Duke Divinity School and Profes-
sor of Ethics at Duke Medical School. I talked about the letter of the law and the spirit 
of the law, and that Hauerwas was so worried about keeping his academic integrity 
that he missed receiving his dad’s offering of love. Have you ever fallen into a trap like 
that? How might Christmas 2016 be different? 
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