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Last week, I started with the Thesis 
Statement of the Book of Romans 

(Romans 1:16-17). “Paul is not ashamed 
of the Gospel.” He believes that it can 

handle a frontal assault, questions, dis-
cussion, and debate. He affirms that it 

has the power (the dynamite) to bring people salvation—wholeness, a right relationship 
with God and others and our best selves. And he shares that this occurs when we put 
our weight down on the faithfulness and love of God revealed to us through Christ’s death 
on the cross for us. That is faith, for Paul. We are saved not by works, but by God’s grace 
received by our trust in Him. Then Paul, in the rest of the first chapter, becomes a prose-
cuting attorney and outlines our need for salvation. Let’s look at that case against us now.

1.	Read Romans 1:18-25. Look at verse 18 alone. What do you think “the wrath of God” 
looks like according to Romans 1:18-25?

2.	Look at verses 24 and 28, where it says, “God gave them up.” Most scholars suggest 
(and I agree) that here, in context, “the wrath of God” simply means God letting us 
have our own way, at least for a while, and letting us bear the consequences of our 
choices. Have you ever done that as a parent to your child? Did your parent or super-
visor or coach ever do that to you? What potential positive message is learned when 
that approach is taken? Is there a potential down side? Why might God take that ap-
proach with us?

3.	In my sermon, I paired Paul’s description of sin as a downward spiral (verses 21-25) 
with the first and second parts of the Ten Commandments (see Exodus 20:1-17). I 
asserted that when we break Commandments 1-3, there are negative consequences 
with those we come in contact with regarding Commandments 4-10. React to that 
assertion.

4.	An idol is when we imprint a meaning on something that it doesn’t really have. We 
inflate its importance, and a tragedy occurs when we want the idol to serve a function 
it isn’t capable of performing. We know about ancient idols of stone or wood or ivory, 
etc. Name some modern idols. In other words, name some things we put in the place 
of God, things we worship instead of God.

5.	Read verse 25 again. What does “they worshipped and served the creature rather than 
the Creator” mean? How might we exchange “the truth about God for a lie”?

6.	I think I have used this Karl Barth quote before: We have total need for which we need 
total help. Next week we will look at the total help we receive through Christ; but, for 
today, what hint of that help did you experience in and through Communion? A sac-
rament is a visible sign of an invisible grace. What invisible grace is received through 
the Lord’s Supper?
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