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WEEKLY FINANCIAL UPDATE
MDPC's 2018 Operating Budget is pending 
approval. Today's Financial Update will be 

shared on the screens.
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We do not begin and maintain a relationship 
with God by our obedience to God’s com-

mandments or by our general goodness. Instead, we 
begin and maintain a relationship with God solely 
by God’s initiative, by “grace alone through faith 
alone in Christ alone” in the words of the Protestant 
Reformation. So we are emphatically NOT stating 
we must earn our way into God’s favor. 

At the same time, though, “grace alone through faith alone in 
Christ alone” naturally leads to lives lived in thankfulness and 

commitment to God’s will. In our journeys of faith, we will acknowl-
edge, confess, and strive against sins we all struggle against as part of the human condition. 
Also, we will seek to develop virtues that give glory to God. 

To launch the Lenten study, on Ash Wednesday we explored what Scripture indicates may be 
the core sin of human beings: the sin of pride. It makes sense, then, that today we follow up with 
one of pride’s primary expressions in our lives: the sin of envy. 

What can we do about envy? What is the opposite to envy that keeps it from establishing a 
foothold in our lives? The virtue of a God-oriented concern for others and their welfare.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

Luke 22:24
ESV: A dispute also arose among them, as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest.
NLT: Then they began to argue among themselves about who would be the greatest among them.

Proverbs 14:30
ESV: A tranquil mind gives life to the flesh, but envy makes the bones rot.
NLT: A peaceful heart leads to a healthy body; jealousy is like cancer in the bones.

Proverbs 27:4
ESV: Wrath is cruel, anger is overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy?
NLT: Anger is cruel, and wrath is like a flood, but jealousy is even more dangerous.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Introducing: Getting Ready to Discuss the Passage

• (If you are in a new group) What is your name? Tell us one factoid about your life that will 
help us remember you vividly!

• How do advertisers appeal to pride and envy in their advertisements? Please share a few 
examples. How successful are these appeals?

Discovering: What the Passages Say

• Compare the two translations above for each Scripture passage. What jumps out at you? 
Similarities? Differences? Overlaps? Things to pursue?

• In Luke 22:24, a most unflattering snapshot of the disciples is shown. Why would Luke in-
clude this in his Gospel? How might what is happening in chapters 22 and 23 of Luke shed 
light on this inclusion?

• Define “a tranquil mind” and “a peaceful heart,” as stated in the two translations of Proverbs 
14:30. How do they change a person’s life according to this verse?

• In Proverbs 14:30, one translation uses “envy” and the other translation “jealousy.” How are 
envy and jealousy synonyms? How do they differ?

• How does Proverbs 27:4 describe the connections between “wrath,” “anger,” and “jealousy”? 
What might you add to this description of the connections?
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From Envy to Concern  
Luke 22:24ff; Prov. 14:30, 27:4 
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Exploring: What the Passages Mean

• Using Proverbs 14:30 and Proverbs 27:4, please elaborate upon the devastating effects of 
envy or jealousy in someone’s life. When have we observed this devastation?

• If we know envy harms lives so noticeably, then why is it so commonplace? What about us 
as people makes envy so appealing?

Applying: Wrestling with the Implications of the Passages for Our Lives

• One implication of this study is envy is quite dangerous and destructive. What leads you to 
be envious? What patterns or habits can you establish to resist these temptations?

• One more implication of this study suggests we need to think of ourselves less in response 
to our problem with envy. Tim Keller writes in his little book The Freedom of Self-Forget-
fulness, “The essence of gospel-humility is not thinking more of myself or thinking less of 
myself, but thinking of myself less.” What is the difference between thinking less of yourself 
and thinking of yourself less? What are ways in which you might think of yourself less and 
think of others more? How might this shift in thinking help you address your envy?
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