




This is the second in our Advent Series to prepare 
ourselves not only for Christ’s Coming this year, 

but for His Second Coming. We are using texts from 
the Common Lectionary, which Christians around 
the world in numerous denominations use. It is a 
great way to be in unity with brothers and sisters in 
very different contexts; we hear the same Word and 
can speak the same language with each other.
After hearing last week about apocalyptic, cataclys-
mic, End-Times verses, this week we are introduced 
to John the Baptist.

1. First read Luke 1:57-80, to get a feel for John’s parents, Elizabeth and Zechariah, and to hear 
the prophecy that Zechariah spoke about John after he was born. What are some of the key 
actions of Elizabeth and Zechariah in verses 57-66? What are some of the key points in the 
prophecy recorded in verses 67-80?

2. Read Luke 3:1-6. In your mind, is there a significance to all the names and places listed in 
verses 1-2? Why include those details?

3. The Word of God, according to verse 2, came to a specific person at a specific time and in a 
specific place, and the Word was to particular people in a wide region (verse 3). What was 
that word in verse 3? Why was baptism a part of this repentance, in your mind? How does 
this action symbolize cleaning or purification or cleansing from sins?

4. Verses 4-6 quote a prophecy from the Book of Isaiah which describes the role of the person 
who comes immediately before the Savior/Messiah. What is John the Baptist’s role, accord-
ing to these three verses? 

5. The key word in the entire passage just might be the word “repentance,” which comes from 
the Greek word metanoia. How did I define metanoia? How did I try to illustrate it using 
Lebron James and Michelangelo as examples? Is there another illustration you might add 
to the equation to fill in the picture? 

6. The assumption of this passage is that we won’t be ready to meet the Savior unless we have 
prepared ourselves first; unless we repent; unless we have repented. How might you “turn 
around” or “turn toward” God this week in preparation for Christ’s coming? How are you 
like the road that needs to be filled in or made low or straightened out? What will you do to 
make your highway ready for the Lord to travel this Advent?
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