




This is the third in our Advent Series using the 
New Common Lectionary Scripture texts to 

prepare our hearts for the birth of the Savior. We 
focus again on John the Baptist, who continues his 
sermon to the crowds who came from all around the 
region to hear him prepare the way of the Lord. 

Last week, John introduced the concept of “repen-
tance (metanoia) for the forgiveness of sins.” This 
week, he fleshes out what that repentance might look 
like in our lives; what fruit it might produce.

1.	Read John 3:7-18 and then focus on verses 7-9. In those first three verses, what does John 
call the crowd? Why? Read Psalm 140:1-5.

a.	What should they do based on verses 7-9? 

b.	And what should they not “rely on” regarding their hope of salvation?

2.	Read John 3:10-14. The crowd asks, “What then should we do?” Then the tax collectors and 
the soldiers asked virtually the same question. What are John’s three answers? What topics 
or areas are covered by these answers? How might these answers help us be faithful this 
Christmas? What do they challenge us to do and be? To not do and not be?

3.	Read John 3:15-18. By John’s previous answers, what wrong conclusion were many people 
coming to about John, according to the Gospel of Luke? How does John the Baptist redirect 
their excitement away from himself and to Jesus? What, according to John, are the qualities 
of the One who is to come, the One whom they really are waiting for at this time?

4.	Verse 18 suggests what John said was “good news.” Why do you think the people would 
have seen it or heard it as Good News? How is it Good News to you? To us? To our world?

5.	How might “the weary world rejoice” based on those words and actions? If you are weary, 
what if you put one or more of these attitudes or actions into motion in your own life? 
(Report back to your group next week what happened when you “walked out the message.” 
What fruit was born because of your repentance?)
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