




This is the fifth and final sermon in 
our post-Easter series on the Good 

Shepherd from Psalm 23. We have exam-
ined our picture of God to see if it is big 
enough and true enough. A faulty view of 
God, I am convinced, causes us as believ-
ers much of our worry, anxiety, and fear. 
A God-revealed picture, however, from 
God’s Word, can give us great hope and 

confidence in God’s care, presence, provisions, and power.

1. I ended last week’s sermon with some billboard signs, which originated in Florida, that 
are signed by God. Have you seen any of them in your travels? Many are funny and of-
fer a helpful aspect of God’s character or activity. One, I pointed out, made me cringe. 
It said, “‘Don’t make Me come down there.’ Signed, God.” What does that billboard 
convey about God? How does Psalm 23 counter that saying?

2. Read Ps. 23:1-6. Focus especially on the final part, verse 6. What does the word “surely” 
mean? What are the two attributes of God the verse says will follow us? Read Luke 18:19 
and Ps. 103:2-12. Discuss what you think goodness and mercy mean in the context of 
God’s “benefits.”

3. The text says goodness and mercy shall “follow me.” The Hebrew literally means, “pur-
sue, chase, or hunt—in a good sense.” Have you ever thought God pursues you? Why 
would God need to pursue you?

4. Have you ever fled or hid from God? Read Ps. 139:1-15, 23-24. How and in what ways 
does this text describe you/us? There is an 1890 poem by Francis Thompson called “The 
Hound of Heaven.” It begins, “I fled Him, down the nights and down the days; I fled Him, 
down the arches of the years; I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways of my own mind; 
and in the mist of tears I hid from Him, and under running laughter. Up vistaed hopes I 
sped; and shot, precipitated, Adown Titanic glooms of chasmed fears, from those strong 
Feet that followed, followed after. But with unhurrying chase, and unperturbed pace, 
deliberate speed, majestic instancy, They beat—and a Voice beat more instant than the 
Feet…” How have you experienced God as the “hound of heaven”? Explain.

5. The Psalm ends, “And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long” (or “for-
ever,” depending on the translation). The idea literally is “for length of days.” One way 
to look at it is that David suggests that we can dwell in God’s presence and house in this 
life and in the life to come. John 10:27-28a says, “My sheep hear My voice; I know them, 
and they follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.” Can you say at 
the end of our Psalm 23 Series, “The Lord is my Shepherd”? How can you listen to His 
voice and follow Him this very day and every day to come?
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