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The Place God Calls Us 
 
a “Calling”? 

"calling" assumes a caller.  For those who 
consider themselves Christians, this 
Caller is the living God, and the challenge is to hear God’s voice.  How do we discern that still, small 
voice?  It’s often more clear than we assume: the kind of service God calls you to may be what you 
are already doing!   

*what skills do you enjoy developing and/or deploying? 
*when people appreciate you, what do they praise?   
*for what type of tasks are you sought? 
*what activities you enjoy? 
*where do you enjoy making a difference make in the life of one person?  of a community? 
*what ‘hunger’ do you notice?  what ache irks you? 

 
Are we talking about an occupation?  Or a vocation? 

“Our occupation is how we make a living…Our vocation, on the other hand, is what we’re  
inherently wired for.” -Todd Henry 

"vocation" comes from Latin vocare, "to call," = "means the work a person is called to by God” 
 
 
How do I find the “place God calls me to?” 

First, identify your core competencies. What is it that people are constantly complimenting you about? 
Make a list, if you need to organize your thoughts. 

Second, look at the needs around you. If you’re an entrepreneur, this might mean finding a market 
before you create your product. Or if you’re called to be a missionary, maybe it means first finding the 
people you want to reach before spending years in training. The point is, instead of planning for the sake 
of having a plan, find people you can help right now and then plan around that more immediate, 
practical need. 

Third, think about what you love doing. What really gets you excited about life? What gets your blood 
boiling? Make a list of the things that you do in your free time, when nobody is watching, and consider 
whether or not there may be something deeper to that desire.  -Jeff Goins, Relevant, Jan2021 

 
 
But I just can’t figure it out! 

“Convention teaches us that the will of God consists of a specific pathway we should follow into the 
future.  God knows what this pathway is, and he has laid it out for us to follow.  Our responsibility is to 
discover this pathway – God’s plan for our lives.  Unfortunately, it is not always obvious.  We must figure 
out which of the many pathways we could follow is the one we should follow, the one God has planned 
for us.  If and when we make the right choice, we will receive his favor, fulfill our divine destiny, and 
success in life….  Meanwhile, a nagging question hovers in the back of our minds.  What if we make the 
wrong decision?”  -Jerry Sittser, The Will of God as a Way of Life 

 
 
And…isn’t it selfish to act according to my “deep gladness”? 

We’re not talking about just sitting for weeks at the beach, or just playing video games - though each of 
those has value!  When it comes to God’s call, it’s not self-interest.  Rather it’s a longing placed within us 

“The place God calls you to is the place where  
your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 

-Frederick Buechner 
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to share God’s love with the world!  Have you noticed things that bring you deep gladness?  Things that 
root your life in purpose or meaning?  Activities or commitments by which you seek to make the world a 
better place?   
 
Pay attention there – begin to notice the difference between selfish ambition, and God-honoring 
service!  God is continually calling God’s people, activating and motivating us to bring Kingdom realities 
to existence right here and now!  As Buechner said, “Live in the needs of the day.” 

 
 
If I follow God’s call, will I have to move to Africa? 

"If you really get a kick out of your work, you've presumably met requirement”  -Buechner 
 
“Our deepest calling is to grow into our own authentic self-
hood, whether or not it conforms to some image of who we 
ought to be.” -Parker Palmer 

 
 
Authentic self-hood?  Is that the same thing as “True-Self”?   

The question when it comes to vocation or calling is not 
“What ought I to do?”  It is much more elemental:  “Who am I?  What is my nature?”   

 
 
But so-and-so is so much better at such-and-such than I am: 

Yes, it’s easy to “wear other people’s faces.”  But comparison is the thief of joy.  The goal is to not to 
match a job description, or to live the life of someone else, but to be the YOU that God designed! 

 
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. -Ephesians 2:10 
 
 

I’m already doing lots…and LOTS of things!” 
“I began to consider what I liked to do when I didn’t have something to do; I paid attention to the ways 
I spent my free time.  And before too long I noticed a pattern.” -Eric Wayman 
 

It’s still a lot of pressure…what if I get it “wrong”? 
“We do not need to fret when we have to make big decisions about the future, worrying about the 
terrifying possibility that we might miss God’s will for our lives.  We simply need to do what we already 
know in the present. God has been clear where clarity is most needed.  The choices we make every day 
determine whether or not we are doing the will of God…..  We might have ten important decisions to 
make and a hundred possible pathways we could follow.  We might wish that God would tell us exactly 
what to do, where to go, and how to choose.  Yet Jesus only requires that we make sure our heart is 
good, our motives are pure, and our basic direction in life is right, pointing toward the “true north” of 
the kingdom of God.  We can, in good conscience, choose from among any number of reasonable 
alternatives and continue to do the will of God.  In the end what matters most is that we seek first 
God’s kingdom and righteousness…..  This gives us astonishing freedom.  If we seek first God’s kingdom 
and righteousness, which is the will of God for our lives, then whatever choices we make concerning 
the future become the will of God for our lives.” -Jerry Sittser 

“Now I become myself. 
It's taken time, many years and places. 
I have been dissolved and shaken, 
Worn other people's faces.”  
      - May Sarton, Belgian-American poet 

“God doesn’t call the equipped;  
God equips the called.” 

 


